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1 . Claims 1-6 are under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being Indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Re claim 1, line 2, the phrase "the interior" is without proper antecedent basis 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinaty skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EPO'842 
(European patent Office 0 460 842) in view of either Atchinson et al. (U. S. pat. No. 
4,256,511) or Costantini (U. S. Pat. No. 5,494,227). 

Re claim 1, EPO'842 (see figs. 1 and 2) discloses an industrial air or liquid handling 
device access and cleaning apparatus which accesses the interior of an air or liquid 
handling device at a pipe access location having a pipe access diameter and a pipe 
access connection mechanism, said apparatus comprising: 

a cleaning agent delivery tube(12) capable of delivering a cleaning agent, said 
delivery tube having an outside diameter, a proximate end and a distal end; 

a cleaning agent ejection nozzle (10) capable of ejecting a flow of said cleaning 
agent fixedly attached to said distal end of said delivery tube; said delivery tube, when 
said delivery tube is inserted into a wall opening of said device, said delivery tube is 
traversed across a predetemiined operational range within said device interior; 
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an access control valve (26, 24) , said access control valve having an access 
end and a component end, said access end liaving the same diameter and connection 
mechanism as said pipe access diameter and said pipe access connection mechanism, 
said access end being attached to said pipe access location, said component end being 
attached to said attachment by a connecting means that differs from the claim only in 
the recitation of the tube sealing means and the tracking means being within the device 
interior. The patents to Atchinson and Constantini are cited disclosing the tube seal. It 
therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
device of EPO'842, to include tube sealing means as taught by either Atchinson or 
Costantini, for the proper of preventing the egress of fluid through the tube area. 
Atchinson and Costantini disclose the tracking means in the device interior. 

4. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the applied prior art as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Germany'186 
(Germany 29 10 186). 

Claims 2 and 4 define over the applied prior art only in the recitation of the tracking 
means being slotted. Genfnnany'186 is cited disclosing the tracking means as claimed. It 
therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
tracking if EPO'842, to be as taught by Germany'1 86, for the purpose of ensuring the 
proper spacing and alignment of the nozzle. 

5. Claims 3, 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hall, Germany'197, Ridley, Germany'011, Germany'942. 
Germnay'960, Herndon, Jr. and Smith, note the device cleaner. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Ban-, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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